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DONATIONS NEEDED FOR PARK DEVELOPMENT & MAINTENANCE


The City will be accepting tax-deductible donations on the Betton Hills Nature Center’s behalf to support the creation and maintenance of the Betton Hills Nature Center and Trails. 


Checks should be made payable and mailed to:  





Tallahassee Friends of Our Parks Foundation


912 Myers Park Drive, 


Tallahassee, FL 32301





Specify on your check that the donation is on behalf of the Betton Hills Nature Center.  





Questions relating to donations should be directed to:





Marvin Weinberger           850.386.8186 marvin@innovationfactory.com
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Mission of the Betton Hills Nature Center…


To develop an eco-friendly green-space for people of all ages to enjoy. 


To educate park patrons about  the history of the Betton Hills neighborhood and surrounding area, by providing everyone  access to information about the human and natural history,  both at the park and on the web.


To conserve the area’s animal and plant habitat and water bodies and perpetuate the sustainability of an urban natural area.


Volunteer Opportunities


Trail clean-up & maintenance


Fence construction


Bridge construction 


Kiosk construction


Landscape architecture & engineering


Habitat assessment 


Wetlands & waterway rescue


Planting & care of native plants


Gardening


Website development


Research & publication


Public relations & fundraising


Trail guides & story tellers





Feel free to contact us if you or your organization are interested in donating your time or services to the Betton Hills Nature Center.


If you are interested in participating in any of these volunteer opportunities please contact:


Marvin Weinberger             850.386.8186 marvin@innovationfactory.com





Betton Hills Nature Center





Did you know how Betton Hills got its name?





    In 1824, President John Quincy Adams gives Lafayette the township of 23,000+ acres.  Sections 19 and 20 of the Lafayette Land Grant were sold to John Skinner and Robert Williams, who was Lafayette’s attorney.  To make things more confusing, Lafayette’s heirs claimed ownership of the land until 1855. The property went through many more hands until 1841 when Turbett Betton bought 960 acres that encompass today’s Betton Hills Neighborhood.  Betton and Lafayette’s heirs were in court until 1855 and Florida courts upheld Lafayette’s heir’s claims.  Finally in 1855, Bryan Croom bought the property through a Sheriff’s Deed which he then signed to his brother Richard Croom as “Betton Place.”


  The Croom Family of North Carolina bought some of Lafayette’s land and from the mid-1830’s to 1840’s the Crooms amassed land in Tallahassee and surrounding towns.  Bryan Croom was the first to live here and in the 1840’s began constructing Goodwood Plantation which neighbored the property that would later be known as Betton Hill Plantation.  


  Florida courts recognized Bryan Croom as the owner of the land until 1857 when Henrietta Smith won an appeal in the Supreme Court of Florida.  She was awarded 6,184 acres and 149 slaves of Hardy Croom’s estate after a twenty-year court battle over Hardy Croom’s estate in both Florida and North Carolina dealing with the tragedy of the Steamship Home.  Hardy Croom was Smith’s daughter’s, Francis, husband and possible heir if the courts found that Croom’s children died after their father.  Smith first pled her case in Florida’s courts and then when she lost pled her case in North Carolina and won.  About 20 years had passed and Henrietta Smith was named heir of Hardy Croom’s estate in Florida after appeal.    She moved to Tallahassee in 1857 and during this time Betton Hill Plantation receives this name.  
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At Ashford Club Apartments 


2055 Thomasville Road


Tallahassee, FL 32308





Public parking and trail access are located on Post Rd. and behind the apartment complex.








Come and visit us on our website coming soon!





















































Thank you for your support…


American Consulting Engineers


Apogee Signs


Bettinger Welding Danna Company


Betton Hills Neighborhood Association


Coastal Property Services


DEC Engineering, Inc.


The Dodstone Group


Florida Fence & Deck


Gainous Landscape & Garden Supply


Team Construction


Timberland Landscape Maintenance


Wachovia


And also…


Boy Scout Troop 103  (Tallahassee)


Suzette Crosby


John Gorham


Dean Hansen


Brenda Pratt


Jennifer Robertson


Marvin Weinberger
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What’s happening in the Betton Hills Neighborhood?





Current Plans for the Park…


Unique dog park with refuse disposal stands and special drinking fountains


40 foot covered bridge with open sides and rails


Replicated Native American mound and fire pit with seating for up to 200 people


Kiosks explain the natural and human history of the area along the trail as a self-guided tour


Invasive Removal and native plant reintroduction.


Website development for online access to historical information as well as trail maps and GPS coordinates of amenities in the park


A wall of Native American art will depict the Indians that inhabited the area of Betton Hills


Efforts to rehabilitate the water-bodies and waterway
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