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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
FALL 2012
By Margie McInnes
 It seems as though all of us are heaving a sigh 
of relief as we feel just a hint of fall in the morning 
and evening!  Once again, it is the time of year that- 
fresh from summer breaks and vacations-we start 
anticipating the upcoming seasons, watching for the 
changes of color in our trees, enjoying the antics of 
squirrels gathering and hiding acorns, cheering at 
football games, attending the new season openings 
of plays and concerts, celebrating the holidays.  It’s 
the time of year when we look back at what we have 
done during the past year, and plan for changes in the 
upcoming one.  
 The Board of your Neighborhood Association 
also has taken a collective look back at this past 
year.  Since our last newsletter in March, we had our 
annual Spring Fest and ice cream social at Winthrop 
Park in April, an Easter Egg Hunt at Chittenden 
Park Rose Garden, a neighborhood wide Garage 
Sale in May, and the opening of our incredible 
Community Garden.  We have worked to increase 
membership in both the Association and on our 
Board, improve communication throughout the 
neighborhood, maintain the beauty and integrity of 
our neighborhood, and provide opportunities for 
neighbors to get to know each other in various ways, 
including neighborhood wide events, gardening 
presentations, in home classes on a variety of subjects, 
and walking partners. 
 Fall marks the beginning of the “new year” 
for our Neighborhood Association, and evidence of 
that is in this newsletter!  Take a look at the “Save 
The Dates” box as we have begun planning for the 
upcoming year.  You will elect a slate of officers 
at our October Fall Fest, and the names of those 
volunteering to serve on the Board next year are also 
inside. 
 In addition, Fall marks the beginning of our 
Association’s new fiscal year, so please take a moment

to fill out your membership information at the back 
of the newsletter and return it with your check.  If 
you haven’t joined in the past, please consider joining 
now!  We need you and your support.  Notice that 
our dues are still only $10, and the funds are spent 
to support our neighborhood improvements and 
events.   If you have been a member during the 
past year, many thanks, and we will appreciate your 
continued financial support of your neighborhood.  
A particular thanks to those of you who donate more 
than $10 by including additional amounts for the 
3 memorial funds we sponsor and additional dues!  
Information about what has been accomplished with 
those 3 special funds this past year is included in this 
newsletter. 
 We want our neighborhood to feel like home 
for the people who live here.  We want it to reflect 
our shared values and goals of stability, vitality, 
familiarity, kindness, helpfulness and beauty. Thank 
you for what you contribute to Betton Hills by being a 
thoughtful neighbor, a good steward of our beautiful 
neighborhood, and a supporter of our Neighborhood 
Association.

BETTON’S FALL FEST
COME ONE COME ALL!

Sunday, October 14
2:00PM—4:00PM

Winthrop Park Pavilion
FOOD

Pizza-Boiled Peanuts-Desserts-Drinks Provided
EVENTS

Leon High School Steel Drum Band
Games and Crafts for Kids

Door Prizes
Annual meeting

Collection of canned goods and non perishable 
food items to donate to community charities. 

Please participate if you are able.
A GREAT TIME TO VISIT

WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS!

Newsletter designed by 
Adam Grayson
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Betton Fall Fest and Annual 
Meeting
Meet Us in the Park! Sunday, 
October 14, 2-4PM
By Margie McInnes

 The weather is cooling.  Leaves are just 
beginning to change colors.  The days are getting 
shorter.  That means two things:  Fall is coming, and 
it’s time for Betton Hills Neighborhood Fall Fest!  
 Come on out to the Winthrop Park Pavilion 
and share one of the joys of living in our beautiful 
neighborhood.
	 Here’s	our	plan:	MUSIC	by	the	terrific	Leon	
Steel, the steel drum band from Leon High School. 
The band is self-supporting and relies on events like 
ours for support. Their music always creates a festive 
mood, and we’re glad to have them play for us.
And there is plenty of FOOD!  We’ll provide Red 
Elephant pizza, boiled peanuts, desserts and drinks. 
What?  You want more?  Then read on…. 
 There will be CRAFTS for children.  Uh huh!
 And DOOR PRIZES for adults! 
 And of course, there is the opportunity to 
VISIT WITH NEIGHBORS you already know and 
meet some you haven’t met yet. Bring a lawn chair 
or blanket and relax with us.
 We will have the ELECTION of our 
neighborhood	association	officers.
 Also, you can bring your checkbook or cash 
and JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP at 
the welcome table. Yes!  Right there!
 And-new this year-we will be COLLECTING 
CANNED GOODS AND NON PERISHABLE 
FOOD ITEMS to donate to one of our city’s 
charities.  If you are able, please bring some items 
from your pantry to help out some folks who are 
having	financial	difficulties.		
 Whether you are new to our neighborhood 
or a long-time resident, please join us on Sunday, 
October	 14,	 2-4PM.	 	 This	 is	 a	 fine	 neighborhood	
tradition that we are happy to continue.
 Signs will go up the week before the event to 
remind us of the date and time.
 If you would like to help us with the event, 
please email Margie McInnes at bettonhillsna@
hotmail.com.

2013 Proposed Slate of 
Officers

The following neighbors have agreed to serve on 
our BHNA Board for the coming year:         
President-Margie McInnes                                                                                                                                 
Secretary-Melissa Jacoby                                                                                                                                  
Treasurer-Tom Schulte                                                                                                                                       
Membership-Tom Vickers

At Large Members-Andy Fink; Andy Grayson; 
Anne Longman; Bill Jones; Bonnie Gaughan-
Bailey; Dean Hansen; Donna Legare; Eric 
Thorn; Heather Wilgenbusch*; Jeff DeVore*; Jill 
McSoley*; Mary Kay Falconer; Mike Brezin; Sue 
Hansen. 
(Neighbors with an * are new to our Board)

Please support our efforts by sending your ideas 
for neighborhood improvement, participating in 
neighborhood events, and volunteering in any way 
you feel comfortable.

PARDON OUR MESS…FOR 
JUST A LITTLE WHILE 
LONGER
By Donna Legare

 There are 2 spots in our neighborhood that are 
rather ugly right now but will soon be much better.  An 
area on Cline Street has become an eyesore because 
of work being done by Century Link at that location.  
Century Link has worked with the affected neighbors 
and our Neighborhood Association to remediate the 
situation, and a landscape plan has been designed.  
Replanting this area will begin in October.
 Also, we have been working on a stubborn 
weed	problem	in	the	Trescott	Drive	traffic	island	near	
McCord Park.  All plants and weeds were physically 
removed last spring and the island was sprayed twice 
with Round-up as weeds emerged from residual 
seeds and roots.  Now we are waiting for cooler 
weather	 to	 replant.	 	Hopefully	 the	finished	product	
will be beautiful and easier to maintain!  This project 
is funded by donations to our Bellamy Fund.
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BETTON COMMUNITY GARDEN

 Board Member Sue Hansen, an avid gardener 
with a tremendous amount of energy and motivation, 
took the lead on establishing a community garden in 
Betton Hills.  You may remember reading information 
about that in our Spring Newsletter, which included 
a photo of the area when plot lines were just being 
drawn.  Well, as you can see from the 2nd photo, 
the	 garden	 is	 now	 a	 flourishing	 phenomenon	 on	
Cline Street.  All of the plots are being cultivated by 
neighbors, some gardening an entire plot and others 
sharing a plot. The vegetables have been enjoyed 
by both the gardeners and the Betton bunnies!  Fall 
gardens are going to be planted.  Stop by and take a 
look at the garden and chat with the gardeners.  If you 
are interested in participating, you can be added to 
the waiting list.  Send Sue an email at bettonhillsna@
hotmail.com and ask to be included when additional 
plots are available.

EDIBLE GARDENING Group
 For folks who like to garden in their own 
yards, remember that the Edible Gardening Club 
meets on the 1st Monday of each month at 6PM at 
the Winthrop Park Pavilion.  There is often a guest 
speaker, and attendees share a wealth of gardening 
information.  Whether you are a beginner or an 
experienced hand at gardening edible plants, you 
will enjoy these meetings.  For more information, 
you can search for “Edible Garden Group” on 
their Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
groups/115433818478713/  or contact Elizabeth 
Markovich at Elizabeth.markovich@gmail.com.

Out walking and feeling like you need a rest? Try out 
this new bench in the area of Winthrop Park south of 
Anne Street. Thank you neighbor Trey Goldman for 
spearheading this addition to our neighborhood.

Happy participants of the 2012 Easter Egg Hunt at 
Chittenden Park.   Thanks to the Wilgenbusch family 
for organizing this fun event.  
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GOT TRASH?
By Margie McInnes

 We get a lot of inquiries from neighbors 
regarding what to do with certain types of trash such 
as hazardous materials like chemicals, solvents, old 
paint;	 paper	 that	 contains	 personal	 and/or	financial	
information that could compromise someone’s 
privacy or provide opportunity for identity theft; old 
furniture; electronics; tires; bulky items that won’t 
fit	 in	 the	 garbage	 bins;	 oversize	 toys	 and	 building	
materials.  Here are some resources for some of those 
“hard to get rid of safely items.”  Before you load 
everything up and drive there, call them for details 
on whether they can handle what you have.
Hazardous Waste Round Up-Public Works Center 
at 2280 Miccosukee Road (near intersection with 
Blairstone Road), September through May on the 1st 
Saturday of each month; 9AM-1PM; call 606-1803.
 Cash for Trash-Solid Waste Service Center at 
2727 Municipal Way, this service is offered twice a 
year	in	April	and	October;	specific	dates	and	times	of	
collections are advertised through the City’s website 
(talgov.com) and in the newspaper; for City Utility 
customers only; freebies plus $5 rebates given on 
your utility bill for participating; call 891-4387.

Arbor Day 2013
By Donna Legare

 We will celebrate Arbor Day on Saturday, 
February 2, next year by planting trees, blueberry 
bushes or other shrubs, maintaining past plantings 
in various parks and islands, cleaning purple martin 
and bluebird houses, and by continuing removal of 
invasive alien plants such as Chinese tallow and 
coral ardisia from area parks. 
 Everyone is welcome to come!  There are 
jobs for all ages and ability levels.  We will begin 
at 9AM, meeting at the Armistead Road entrance to 
McCord Park.  Hot drinks and breakfast items will be 
provided.  Bring along some garden/work gloves and 
garden tools if you have them.
 Signs will go up in January to remind 
everyone of the date and time.
   If you have any ideas for Arbor Day, please 
contact Donna Legare at 386-1148. Watch for future 
newsletters and signage for details.

COMMUNICATION! 
COMMUNICATION! 
COMMUNICATION!
By Melissa Jacoby

 We in Betton Hills have the location, 
location, location!  And we’re working to improve 
our communication.  As of mid-September, 139 
members have joined our Facebook group:  “Betton 
Hills Neighborhood.”  It’s proven to be a good 
communication tool with posts about upcoming 
events, photos, alerts about crimes, missing pets, 
and even a lively discussion about neighborhood 
raccoons.  If you’re on Facebook, consider joining 
the group.  Don’t be concerned about too many 
posts.  That hasn’t happened.  And you can adjust 
the	 notification	 settings	 in	 the	 group	 and	 in	 your	
Facebook account settings to meet your needs.
 Another valuable communications tool is 
our BHNA alert system created by Board member 
Tom Vickers.  This was designed for nearly instant 
communication of events that are important to our 
neighbors, and has primarily been used to advise 
neighbors quickly about crimes in our area.  So far 
more than 300 people have signed up to receive 
the alerts.  If you would like to be added to the list, 
please send a request to bhnaalert@gmail.com.  Be 
sure	 your	 spam	 filter	 recognizes	 bhnaalert@gmail.
com as a legitimate correspondent.  
 Our Website includes general information 
about our neighborhood, upcoming event dates, our 
newsletters, Board meeting minutes, and contact 
information for Board members.  Take a look at 
“mybettonhills.org” and let us know what other 
information you would like to see posted there. 
 And, of course, our Spring and Fall Newsletters 
are sent to each house-800 plus-in our neighborhood.  
Since they are sent just twice a year, we are trying 
to utilize all of our other communication methods 
to provide current information for our neighbors in 
between those issues.
 You can help improve communication in our 
neighborhood by taking a look at what is already 
being circulated and letting us know of additional 
information you would like to see included.  You can 
email your comments to:  
bettonhillsna@hotmail.com.
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UPDATE ON BETTON HILLS 
UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS
By Andrew Platt          
                           
 Our article in the last newsletter described 
the scope of work that would begin in April to put 
in a new pumping station and associated pipes in our 
neighborhood, and to remove the old pumping station 
in Harriman Circle.  Now, construction of the utility 
upgrades along Armistead Road is well underway.  
The new sewage lift station, located at the corner of 
Armistead Road and Woodgate Way, is beginning to 
take shape.  The piping and valves at the lift station 
are complete and the retaining wall along Armistead 
Road is under construction.  Work at the site has been 
hectic, but within the next few weeks the lift station 
will be largely complete, with only miscellaneous 
site work remaining.

 The piping installation along Armistead Road 
will continue for several more months, followed 
by pipeline installations within Marston Road and 
Harriman Circle.  Once completed, all of the affected 
roadways will be resurfaced.  

 We appreciate the continued patience and 
cooperation of the residents within this area.  Yes, 
it’s a mess right now…but the alternative of an old 
pumping station that no longer works well is even 
messier!! 

What is CONA?
By Melissa Jacoby

 The Council of Neighborhood Associations 
(CONA), incorporated in 1980, works cooperatively 
with neighborhood and homeowner associations, 
local governments, law enforcement, the educational 
community, business, environmental groups and 
other civic organizations on those issues that affect the 
quality of life, health, safety and well-being of area 
residents.  CONA provides an active and effective 
forum for bringing neighborhood issues to public 
attention through effective advocacy, networking 
opportunities and education forums.  BHNA has 
been a member for many years.

 CONA hosts Town Hall meetings every even-
numbered month that are educational and provide 
an opportunity for neighborhood and homeowner 
associations to identify important issues and solicit 
feedback and advice from other neighborhood 
associations	and	from	public	officials	who	are	always	
in attendance.  CONA also works with the city and 
county governments to identify award-winning 
neighborhoods.  

 We’re in need of a neighbor to serve as the 
CONA liaison and represent the interests of the Betton 
Hills Neighborhood Association.  If you’re interested, 
please let BHNA President Margie McInnes know.  
You can send an email to bettonhillsna@hotmail.
com.

 Need additional information about CONA?  
Please visit their website at: www.econa.org.
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Safety for Walkers, Runners 
and Bicyclists
By Andy Grayson

 About a year or two ago, I wrote to suggest 
that our neighborhood’s early morning walkers/
cyclists wear light colored clothing and/or appropriate 
lighted equipment when getting their exercise. In 
short, I was leaving each morning for the Capitol at 
the wee hours, often having just gotten home a few 
hours before. For me personally, hey-it’s early and 
dark, I’m tired, and my eyes aren’t fully focused yet. 
It’s all about protecting you and my vehicle from 
meeting at the wrong time and in the wrong manner.
 Here is an excerpt from “Safety tips for 
Nighttime Exercisers” http://www.sparkpeople.com/
resource/fitness_articles.asp?id=965	
 
Plan Ahead for Safety
 Staying safe at night requires a bit of planning. 
Here are some things to consider before heading 
outside: 
Plan your route and tell someone where you will 
be. Let your friends or family members know when 
to expect you back and make sure they know your 
exercise route.
  Carry a cell phone at all times. It’s also a good 
idea to locate all public telephones along your route 
in case your phone is lost or stolen along the way.
		 Carry	identification.	Bring	a	driver’s	license	
or some sort of ID tag. At the very least, make sure 
you name, phone number and emergency medical 
information is printed inside of your shoe or on a 
card in your pocket.
 Don’t wear jewelry or carry money. This can 
help reduce your risk of being targeted for a robbery.
	 Dress	to	be	seen.	Wear	reflective	materials	and	
bright colors so drivers can see you easily. Although 
most	 running	 shoes	 now	 have	 reflective	 materials	
built into them, you can increase your visibility by 
wearing specially designed running pants, shorts, 
jackets	or	even	a	reflective	vest.	Carry	a	flashlight	or	
a	flashing	device	to	make	you	even	more	noticeable	
on dark streets.

While You’re Out
 Safety doesn’t stop when you’re out on the 
road. Consider the following tips the next time you’re

exercising outside after dark: 
Don’t exercise alone. There is safety in numbers, 
so exercise with someone else—even your dog—
whenever possible.
 Stay alert. You are the most vulnerable to 
potential attack when you’re lost in your thoughts and 
not paying complete attention to your surroundings. 
Look ahead, to the sides, and turn to watch behind 
you every once in a while. Be aware of any suspicious 
people on your route.
 Don’t wear headphones. Music restricts your 
hearing and distracts you from what’s happening 
in your environment. Wearing headphones can 
therefore prevent you from hearing an oncoming car 
or potential attacker. Listen to your surroundings and 
learn which sounds are normal and which signify 
potential danger.
 Be aware of your environment. Know which 
businesses are open and where you can go for help in 
case of an emergency.
  Change your route periodically. The less 
predictable you are, the less likely it is that someone 
else can learn your habits or follow you.
 Avoid unpopulated areas, poorly lit or 
deserted streets and overgrown trails. Stick with 
busier streets that are well-lit.
	 Exercise	 against	 traffic	 so	 you	 can	 see	
oncoming cars. Stay clear of parked cars and bushes 
along the side of the road.
 Obey your gut feelings and trust your 
intuition. If you are uneasy about a person or a 
location along your route, trust your feelings and 
avoid what is making you anxious.
 If you think you’re being followed, change 
direction immediately and head for the safety of an 
open store or a lighted home.
 Use caution if anyone in a vehicle stops and 
asks you for directions. Remain at least an arm’s 
length away if you choose to answer. 
 Have your key ready before you reach your 
home so you can get inside quickly.
 Call the police immediately if you notice 
anything out of the ordinary when you’re out. Know 
the level of criminal activity in the area before you 
begin your route and adjust your course to avoid 
known criminal areas.
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Bill and Marge Mansfield 
Writer’s Fund Report
By Mike Brezin 

	 Please	 consider	 donating	 to	 our	 Mansfield	
Fund so that we can continue awarding scholarships 
to future writers and journalists. The Bill and Marge 
Mansfield	Writer’s	Fund	supports	Leon	High	School	
students with writing talent and a commitment to 
journalism.  We had four winners this past year.  For 
outstanding work on the student newspaper, High Life, 
we recognized two students:  Betton Hills resident 
Andy Rogers (son of Laura and Sam Rogers) and 
Chris Fiore.  Andy served as the paper’s online editor 
and Chris as the video editor.  For dedicated work on 
the student yearbook, Lion’s Tale, we recognized the 
two co-editors:  Caitlin Munroe (see thank-you note 
above) and Allison Jackson.  The Leon journalism 
sponsors, Ms. Pat Garrett (yearbook) and 
 Mr. Kevin Record (newspaper) select the 
award winners based on the student’s diligent efforts 
in journalism and serving as a key worker for either 
the student newspaper or student yearbook (the 
yearbook at Leon includes stories as well as pictures).  
The winners each received a $200 scholarship from 
BHNA. 
 The fund honors the memory of longtime 
Betton	 Hills	 residents	 Bill	 and	 Marge	 Mansfield.		
Bill was a working journalist for much of his life and 
was	committed	to	helping	new	journalists	find	their	
“voice.”  Bill came to Tallahassee in 1965, serving as 
Bureau Chief for the Miami Herald.  
 He worked as the Editorial Page Editor for 
the Democrat in the 1980’s and 90’s.  Bill wrote 
and spoke publicly on education, the environment, 
integration, and many other issues of local interest.  
 After his retirement in 1995, and until his 
death in 2000, Bill devoted his time and talents to 
volunteering his services to a number of worthy 
causes, one of which was the BHNA.  Bill was our 
newsletter editor and a respected voice on our Board 
of Directors.
	 Bill	 would	 be	 the	 first	 to	 say	 that	 Marge	
contributed	a	great	deal	to	his	success.		She	was	a	fine	
thinker, didn’t hesitate to voice her opinions, and had a

great desire to see each person in our society treated 
with dignity.  As a BHNA board member, she was 
particularly active in our events organized to get 
neighbors to know one another better.  Marge died 
in 2005.

Jack Robertson Partners in 
Education Fund
By Donna Legare

 When you donate to this fund, you support 
our neighborhood public schools. The fund is divided 
equally between our three schools - Kate Sullivan 
Elementary, Cobb Middle and Leon High Schools. 
Each year we choose a department or a project at 
each	school	as	the	beneficiary	of	the	funds.	Last	year	
Kate Sullivan Elementary School used their share 
to build the vegetable garden beds in front of the 
K-1 building. The garden is a cooperative venture 
between students, parents, teachers and community 
volunteers and will be used to enhance curriculum 
and provide hands-on education. Cobb Middle 
School’s share helped fund the Cobb Garden Club, 
a	 student	 organization	 that	 maintains	 the	 butterfly	
garden and other interior gardens on the campus. The 
Leon High School Art Department received Leon’s 
share this year to purchase art supplies.
 In the past, the money has been used to 
purchase sheet music, tune instruments, purchase 
novel sets for language departments, purchase 
books for media centers, provide supplies for art 
departments, purchase audio materials for language 
classes, sponsor math summer camp and much 
more. Teachers who have received the grants have 
been very appreciative and would welcome mentor 
volunteers as well.
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Carol Bellamy Neighborhood 
Beautification Fund
By Donna Legare

 Please consider donating to the Carol Bellamy 
Fund.  When you donate to this fund, your dollars go 
to	support	neighborhood	beautification	projects.	Your	
donations have been used to provide trees and shrubs 
for	Arbor	Day,	plants	for	traffic	islands,	flowers	for	
the entrance to McCord Park,  park benches, tables, 
recycling bins, and marker maintenance. This year 
we funded the new bench in the park just south 
of Winthrop Park and a hedge for the dog area in 
McCord Park.
	 If	 you	 see	 a	 beautification	 need	 in	 our	
neighborhood, please bring your ideas to a Board 
meeting or email them to bettonhillsna@hotmail.com

MEMBERSHIP

	 This	 past	 fiscal	 year,	 396	 neighbors	 joined	
the Betton Hills Neighborhood Association.  That is 
great…right?  Yes, it’s great for those 396 members 
and we appreciate each and every one of them!  
But our neighborhood has nearly 900 houses, so do 
the math! There are a lot of folks who are not yet 
members.
 Here is our challenge:  Help us boost that 
number way way way up!!  
 We want our neighbors to support our 
neighborhood, and joining the Association is one 
way of offering support. Our dues are low-only $10.  
Of course we appreciate so much the many neighbors 
who send in more than $10 dues and who contribute 
to our memorial funds.  
 So if you like our neighborhood and like the 
many things that are done to maintain our quality of 
life here, please join or renew today!  The Membership 
Form is on the last page of this newsletter.
And	“Thanks!”-again-for	your	financial	support.	

WITH THANKS TO 
OUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
MERCHANTS!!!
By Dean Hansen

We appreciate the merchants in our area who have 
provided goodies, prizes, coupons and discounts for 
our annual events and our welcome baskets.  Please 
thank them the next time you are in their shops and 
offices.

•	 Native Nurseries
•	 Red Elephant Pizza
•	 Nauman Group Real Estate
•	 Jim Wells Tire Center
•	 Sun Trust Bank
•	 Rapid	Refills
•	 Tallahassee Nurseries
•	 Hobbytown USA
•	 Polished Nail Salon
•	 Ed Jones Investments
•	 Premier Bank
•	 Beef O’Brady Restaurant
•	 Super Lube
•	 William E. Jones, CPA
•	 Vignettes
•	 Dickerson Landscaping
•	 Tomato Land
•	 M & M Monogramming
•	 ABC Liquors
•	 Group Fit
•	 The Healthy Pet
•	 Robert’s Jewelry and Designs
•	 Strauss Gallery
•	 At Home in Tallahassee

Monday, December 24    
Saturday, February 2        
Saturday, March 30        
Sunday, April 14 or 21    
Saturday, May 4   

Caroling and Luminaries at Harriman Circle
Arbor Day at McCord Park

Easter Egg Hunt in Chittenden Park Rose Garden
Betton Spring Fest & Ice Cream Social at Winthrop Park

Neighborhood Garage Sale

4PM-4:30 PM
9AM-11AM      
11AM-12PM    

2PM-4PM        
8AM-12PM    

SAVE THE DATES!

Here are some dates to put on your calendar for 
upcoming neighborhood events.  Take a look at our 
website-mybettonhills.org-from time to time for 
updated information, and watch for signs the week 
before the events.



City of Tallahassee 
Neighborhood Leadership 
Academy
By Margie McInnes

	 Our	City	offers	a	terrific	opportunity	for	
citizens to learn more about our city government.  
The goal of the Neighborhood Leadership Academy 
is to have better informed neighborhood leaders 
who will take their specialized knowledge of how 
city government works back to their respective 
neighborhoods.  
 This fall the Academy offered the series 
on 9 consecutive Tuesday evenings, 6-9PM.  The 
meetings take place in various City facilities so 
that participants can take tours, and include the 
following:  Solid Waste Services; Tallahassee 
Police Department; Environmental Policy and 
Energy Resources; Utility Business and Customer 
Service; Economic and Community Development; 
Communications; Electric Utility; Energy Services; 
Fire Department; Planning; Underground Utilities; 
Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Affairs; 
Emergency Management; Public Works; Starmetro; 
and Growth Management.
 The programs are informative and 
interesting, and the City staff who have been 
leading the sessions have been very impressive 
and helpful.  We would like to have more people 
from our neighborhood attend these sessions.  If 
you are interested in participating in an upcoming 
Leadership series, please let us know by emailing us 
at: bettonhillsna@hotmail.com.

City of Tallahassee Utilities

The City of Tallahassee Utilities offers a wide variety 
of products and services designed to help customers 
save energy, water and money.  Take a moment to 
read some of them!

Rebates
ENERGY	STAR	certified	homes	and	appliances
Energy Star new homes $1/sq. ft. up to $2,000; 
Clothes washers $100; Refrigerators $75; Freezers 
$40
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Natural Gas Appliances
Furnaces up to $700; Water heaters up to $675; Pool/
spa heaters up to $450; Range or Clothes Dryers up 
to $200; Grills up to $100; Fire logs up to $50
Or combine a water heater and furnace with a range 
or clothes dryer for a total rebate up to $2,000.
Energy Efficient air conditioners and heatpumps
Water source heat pumps $750; Heat pump water 
heaters $600; AC and heat pump systems up to $350
Solar water heaters $450

Grants:
Ceiling insulation 80% of cost up to $400

Services:
Free energy audits for home and business to 
identify problems, recommend solutions and provide 
program assistance when available
SmartBill paperless billing option is convenient and 
environmentally responsible 
e+ Online-pay your utility bill online for free, view 
your account balance, see estimated charges to date 
and much more
Neighborhood REACH-weatherization, energy 
audits, grant programs and education in targeted 
neighborhoods
Schools on Solar-contributions on your utility bill 
toward installing solar energy systems and educating 
students at Leon County Schools
Solar net-metering gives kWh credits to customers 
who export solar-generated electricity onto the City’s 
power grid

This is just a sampling of products and services that 
are offered.  For more information visit Talgov.com/
YOU or call 891-4YOU (4968).
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Membership Form

Annual Membership Dues ($10 minimum)

Donation to Carol Bellamy Neighborhood Beautification Trust Fund*
Donation to Jack Robertson Partners for Excellence School Fund
Donation to Bill Mansfield Fund for Young Writers

$_____

$_____
$_____
$_____
$_____

Your Name: _______________________________________________________
Address and Zip Code: ______________________________________________
Email Address: ____________________________________________________

Enter your donation amounts, name and addresses.  Make checks payable to BHNA.

Send your form and check today (address above).  Thanks!

IT’S THE BEGINNING OF THE FISCAL YEAR!
JOIN BHNA OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW!

IT’S THE BEGINNING OF THE FISCAL YEAR!
JOIN BHNA OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW!

TOTAL


